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Support Local Businesses!  
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Cake: 
1 cup butter 
16 oz. Semisweet chocolate 
2 tsp. Vanilla 
6 eggs, lightly beaten 

Glaze: 
1/4 cup whipping cream 
1 Tbs light corn syrup 
1 tsp vanilla 
3 oz semisweet chocolate 

1. Heat oven to 350. Grease 8 inch round pan. ( parchment paper on the 
bottom and sides really helps). Melt butter and chocolate in medium pan 
over med-low heat. Stir in 2 tsp. Vanilla. Gently stir in eggs until well 
combined. Pour into greased pan. Place cake pan in 13x 9 inch pan and add 
water until 1 inch deep. 

2. Bake at 350 for 35 to 40 minutes. Remove cake pan from water bath; place 
on wire rack. Cool 40 minutes.  

3. Run knife around edge of pan. Invert onto a wire rack. Cool 20 more 
minutes.  

4. In small sauce pan combine whipping cream, corn syrup and 1 tsp. Vanilla. 
Bring to a boil. Remove from heat. Add the 3 oz of chocolate, stir until 
melted and smooth. 

5. Put piece of waxed paper under the cake. Pour glaze slowly over the top 
and sides to cover. Store in refrigerator. 
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Leona Nichols, 3106 Swede Ave, Midland, MI, 631-0075 
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Vacant Home? 
Farm Bureau Insurance 
currently offers vacant 

home insurance 
coverage for up to 2 
years, with prorated 

cancellation premium 
refund. For details call: 

Mark Bone, Bone 
Farm Bureau Insurance 

989-631-7281 
 

Stop in from 3-7 
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GRAND OPENING 
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Park Place  
Team Members 

  
 
 
 

· Carol Park 
 Associate Broker/CRS/GRI    
 989-698-1100 
 sold@carolpark.com 
 
 
 

· Shelley Park 
 Broker/CRS 
 989-698-1100  
 sold@shelleypark.com 
 
 

· Kaitlyn Lamphere  
 Carol Park’s Office Manager 
 
 
 

· Sherry Hodges 
 Park Place Homes Office 
 Manager 

 
 
 

· Kevin Kloha & Seth Faulk 
Double Park Courier’s 

 

· October 15 
· Stop in anytime from 3-7pm for refreshments 
· 6021 Eastman Ave, Midland 
· Parking off Harcrest 
· Call us at 989-698-1100 with any questions. 

Yes Park Place Homes! New Place, Same Faces… 

If you have not heard, we ventured out started our own real estate business.  This is a 
positive move for us.  We are excited to be out from under the franchise umbrella so we 
can concentrate on marketing to our local market better.    

Our new office is located at 6021 Eastman Ave, at the corner of Harcrest Dr.  Between us, 
we had a fantastic retention rate of our existing listings, and have listed several more since 
the move, totaling 26 active listings.    Even with the move, and the challenges we are 
facing in this market, we still sold two properties in the last two weeks during the 
transition.   (See additional information on page 2.) 

Our current and future clients can look forward to some exciting changes for Park Place 
Homes with upcoming web presence increases, community affiliations, and staff 
enhancements.   Our new signs are popping up around town and we look forward to 
helping even more families with positive moves in the Midland area.   Stop by and see us 
when you are in the area, or come see us at our open house on October 15, 2008. 
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   A Bright Idea 
Are you ready to make the plunge and 
remodel your bathroom? Keep lighting in 
mind when making plans. Recessed lighting 
fixtures may be a popular recent home 
trend, but they can often leave you in a “shadow trap” 
when illuminating your new room. Focused lighting 
such as halogen or floodlights creates unwanted 
shadows in your new bathroom design, making it look 
spooky rather than inviting.  To avoid this lighting 
pitfall, use a soft focused or diffused light fixture and 
mount it at eye level or just above. Positioning light 
this way will cause it to shine at your face, not down 
from above.  Other types of light, such as decorative or 
recessed lamps also can combat shadows.  
 If you do choose recessed lighting, place the 
lights close to the mirror and center them above the 
faucet. A dimmer switch at the vanity area helps 
control the lighting, allowing you to adjust for day and 
night time levels. Follow these steps and you’ll be 
brilliantly pleased with your new bathroom.  
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Tips for Staging, Decorating and Conquering Clutter: 
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Bring the Outdoors In with seasonal decorating! Splurge 
on a large “clear glass” vase or container with interesting 
lines/curves. Cut a few branches from an acorn tree; leave 
the acorns and remove the leaves. Partially fill the glass 
container (approx. ¼ of the way up) with lemons and water 
that just covers ½ to ¾ of the lemons. Place branches in the 
container and arrange in a way that pleases the senses or 
flows with the other elements in the room.  Place on a 
mantel, in an entry or on a side table. Surround it with 
gourds, mini-pumpkins, or realistic faux leaf garland if a 
little more is needed for the space. 
 
For a rectangular dining room table, place a rust colored 5” 
pillar candle, mini-pumpkin, and a 3” pillar candle - in that 
order - from the container in either direction for an 
interesting and pretty fall centerpiece. Use a table runner or 
overlapping place mats for an anchor if needed. 
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· An LCD flat panel TV uses as little as a third of the electricity of 
conventional tube-based models. 

· Skip the pesticides and use nature's method of bug eradication: other 
animals. Install birdhouses to shelter feathered friends who dine on 
pesky beetles and grubs. 

· If you feel woozy after painting with latex-based enamel, choose a 
product low in volatile organic compounds (VOCs) instead. New 
designer colors and improved quality make these safer paints. 
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Gut(ter) Check 

Park Place Homes:  New Place, Same Faces… 
After 39 years of combined experience in the Midland, Michigan 
real estate market, it was just time. 

· Time to build a local, independent office that focuses on 
the needs of our clients. 

· Time to give back to our community. 
· Time to create and live our own dream. 
· Time to control our advertising dollars to focus it locally. 
· Time to better manage and respond to our own listings 

and our own clients’ needs. 
Carol and I have established ourselves as leaders in our industry 
with our clients and our peers.  Since we made the move we have 
experienced tremendous support. 

· 84% of our existing listed clients made the move with us. 
· We have reported over 53 showings on our listings from 

9/8/08 to 9/29/08 from cooperating agents and offices. 
· We have taken 5 new listings with new clients as Park 

Place Homes, virtually 100% success on new listing 
presentations! 

· We have put 4 listings under contract. 
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Before Fixing Up Your Home  

· We have fielded over 34 new, incoming calls from 
potential new buyers and sellers. 

For future, look for new amenities geared toward buyers, 
sellers and our community. 

· www.ParkPlaceHomesOnline.com is being built as we 
speak. 

· Prestige web presence on Realtor.com, including 
interior photos 

· Web exposure on Trulia.com 
· Web exposure on Zillow.com 
· Web exposure on Google.com, real estate. 
· Additional agents and support staff. 
· Currently selecting local non-profit groups to aid. 

As clients of ours, we value your support.  As you can see, in a 
short time we have managed to get our feet under us, to 
continue to serve you.  We will persist with new growth in our 
company and we are confident we will see continued alliances 
develop in our community to ensure the future success of Park 
Place Homes.   We encourage input and suggestions from you 
to help us achieve our goals. 
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