Fall 2009

Park Place Homes has celebrated our

FIRST ANNIVERSARY!

We have plenty of reasons to celebrate

We have added 3 agents to our staff since July.
We have a new department: Property Management.

We are growing strong.

A welcoming applause to Brad Vander Vliet,

Tim Sodini, and Jenna Shaffer :

the newest agents who have joined the staff at

Park Place Homes !
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Property Management at Your Service

Park Pl ace Homes features a new division to fur:
unigueneeds. | n todayds real estate market property ma
alternative for protecting your investment. We now have a property management division

that offers owners another alternative, allowing them to protect their property investment

without the day to day challenges of becoming a landlord.

Our property management division can find suitable tenants for your property. We offer
services from simple occupancy to full service property management. We make leasing
your property a carefree and simple endeavor. You are able to receive income on your

property while we handle all the other details for a reasonable fee. Services include

finding tenants, property maintenance, taking care of inspections and handling all the
details associated with lease properties. If you are having difficulty selling your home or

have investment property you wish to have managed, call us. We are confident you will
find our services reliable, carefree, and professional.

For more information contact Brad Vander Vliet

o, Safof /JWHf'ef’es'; Important dates to remember
05 mbé/’ fille ) October 16iSOS Dirty Dog 5K Trail Run.
L ) October 15iFirst Time Home Buyer purchase deadfisee
When was the last time you sat down as a family talking | Procrastination article.

about the steps to take if there is a fire in your home? October 3fiHalloween & Daylight Savings Time (fall
e Role play the steps the family will take if someone is | back one hour).
aware of a fire. For added fun for the family, try November $iDid you remember to change the
performing the evacuation blindfolded! batteries in your smoke alarm?
* Find away for everyone to sound a family alarm. | November 20t December 1fi Shelterhouse
Yelling, pounding on walls, whistles, etc. Practice yelli

'Honations accepted at Park Place Homes to assist th

OFI RE! ¢ in need during the holiday season.

e Create a family escape plan, crawling along the route.

e Teach them to stop, drop, and roll, practice it!

e  Explain why we touch the doors before opening them.

e Create a floor plan drawing near the bedrooms for Lean A"ﬂ'
orememberingdé how to esclap/ » i I

have 2 escape routes.

e Have an emergency whistle somewhere the kids will | o  An estimated 192,370 U.S. women will be diagnosed with breast

remember to use it upon need. cancer in 2009. This makes breast cancer the most commonly
e For two story homes, do you have an emergency

. LA . : diagnosed cancer (other than skin cancer) in U.S. women.
ladder? If so, practice using it, there is nothing worse ) - o )
than having the item, and the family not knowing how| ®  The median age at breast cancer diagnosis in the United States
to safely use it. was 61 years. This means that half the women diagnosed with
breast cancer are under the age of 61.
For younger kids, there are some great interactive websites,e  An estimated 2.5 million women living in the United States have
downloadable color pages, and much more. a history of breast cancer.
http:/fwww.sparky.org/ e A sharp drop in new diagnoses of breast cancer occurred
http:/iwww.apples4theteacher.com/holidaysffire-safety/ between 2002 and 2003. This is likely to be due at least in part
to a reduction in use of postmenopausal hormones.

www.cancerconsultants.com
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Procrastination... Can You Afford to Wait?

Ah, Procrastination. One of my dearest friends. We get along well. Until Deadline, loved only in small dose
arrives. Deadline is a dream Killer, party pooper, reality checker.

A deadline is stepping up fast. The $8000 tax c
Not true. You have until November 30, 2009 to CLOSE. The reality check comes even sooner: you should
have a house under contract by October 15, 2009 to try to ensure closing your loan by the Ndvember 30
deadline.

Stepping back to analyze this picture on a grander scale, we are at the mercy of both the title companies anc
l enders to make sure the closing happens by the
their loans the last few days of the month. There is less prepaid interest, less escrows, less taxes and other
pay, so the buyer brings less money to the table at the end of the month. In a normal month, the last few da
the month, the 28through the 30can get tricky at the title company to have enough Closers to cover the
number of scheduled closings.

Fast forward to November. It is holiday season. November 25th (Wednesday) is the day before Thanksgivir
Everyone is leaving early for the Thanksgiving holiday feast with family. Novémber2Z§ Thursday and

Friday) most banks, and title companies are closed. Now we are into the weekend. Monday, Ndyémber 30
omiracle dayé, or the Drop Dead Day for the $800

| can think of a million and one things that could go wrong.

Escort your friend Procrastination out the door and get serious about taking advantage of the First Time Hon
Buyer Credit. Although there are 12 bills currently being presented in Congress to extend or expand the Cre
nothing has made any progress at this time.

Article submitted by Shelley Park

Homeowners remodel their homes for a few simple reasons; 1) it is in need of repair, 2) personal enjoyment 3) torselhtlzeir h
higher value. If you are planning some renovations, or selling your home within the next year then consider a few questions:

1) Will the cost of the renovation cost more than the return on your investment ? 2) If so, do you care, especiallypiftit is fo
personal enjoyment?

The agents at Park Place Homes can perform a Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) to see if the overall improvemertts will benef
you if you plan on selling soon.

A CMA is wuseful i nformation when deciding the value mf a F
what you bought the house for a few years ago, how much you paid for the renovations, or what the neighbors honteneald for, bu
TODAY®S mar ket is doing. Many factors are taken int ofieldonsi

we combine the necessary information to give an estimated value of the premises.

With this in mind, the overall condition does play a major role at how fast and at what price a home sells for. Sonséngbgrades

are considered maintenance items; roof, furnace, windows, plumbing, water heater, and electrical should be functipning prope
Kitchen & bath upgrades add value, but be aware how much money you invest in these projects. If the upgrade is madessary , co
whether you should spend $5,000 or $20,000 to enhance the space. The more you spend on the renovation, does not mean you \
sell your home for more money. Be careful you dond6t get yc

The best return on investment if you plan on selling in the near future: neutral carpet and paint .
Remember, we are available to assist you with a CMA prior to your renovations, or after! Submitted by Carol Park
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CHOCOLATE COVERED OREO COOKIE CAKE

1 pkg. Devils food chocolate cake
4 squares Bakerds
1/4 c. butter

1/2 c. sugar
S e mR c. thawedeCool \EHip dMhippedaTopping

12 Oreo Cookies, coarsely crushed

1 package cream cheese, softened
Heat oven to 350 degrees, prepare cake
round pans. Cool cakes in pans for 10 minutes then invert onto wire racks, cool
completely.
Microwave chocolate squares & butter on high for 2 minutes or until butter is melted. Stir
until chocolate is completely melted. Let sit for 5 minutes.

Meanwhile, beat cream cheese & sugar in large bowl with mixer until blended. Gently stir
in the Cool Whip and crushed cookies. Stack cake layers on a plate, spreading cream

a

cheese mixture between layers. Spread top with chocolate glaze; let stand until firm. Keep

C

Park Place Homes Stats
Current homes on the market: 39
Current sales pending: 13
Ayerage.Days on market foy listings: 90
(Midland Board average is 139)
Our sold listings are selling for 2% highe

than the Board?d

refrigerated. Kraftfoods.com




