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Park Place Homes 

Office Hours 

Monday & Thursday  

 8:30amð 6:30pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

 8:30amñ5:00pm 

Saturday 

 10:00amñ2:00pm 
 

Sunday by appointment 

For more information on 

 our listings visit 

www.ParkPlaceHomesOnline.com 

We have plenty of reasons to celebrate 

 

Park Place Homes has celebrated our  

FIRST ANNIVERSARY! 

We have added 3 agents to our staff since July.  

We have a new department: Property Management. 

We are growing strong. 

 

A welcoming applause to Brad Vander Vliet,          

Tim Sodini, and Jenna Shaffer : 

the newest agents who have joined the staff at       

Park Place Homes ! 

 

 

Jenna originally 

from Michigan , 

returned from 

New York to 

attend school at 

Northwood University. She 

is currently pursuing her 

degree in marketing and    

management. With a very 

active and healthy lifestyle, 

she enjoys various activities 

such as kickboxing, biking, 

and is involved in her local 

church. Jenna recently    

received her Realtors      

license and will be working 

closely with the other agents 

in the office as she learns 

the real estate business, 

gains experience, and   

flourishes. 

  

Brad is a fixture 

in our community 

working for the 

Midland Public 

School   system 

for over 29 years, most re-

cently as current Principal at 

Siebert Elementary School.  

He also has served as presi-

dent on the Board of         

Directors for the Midland 

C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r ,       

president of the Michigan       

Elementary and Middle 

S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s             

Association, and member of 

the Midland Community 

Relations Board.  Brad was 

recently voted Midlandõs 

favorite principle.  

Tim brings an 

additional 4.5 

years of real   

estate sales    

experience to 

Park Place Homes.  Tim has 

cons is ten t l y  been  a 

$1,000,000 producer, and 

has received sales awards for 

his accomplishments.  As 

well, he brings with him an          

additional 14+ years in the 

service industry, with        

attention to maintaining   

positive client relationships. 



Property Management at Your Service 
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Park Place Homes features a new division to further our mission to meet our customerðs 
unique needs.   In todayðs real estate market property management has become an excellent 
alternative for protecting your investment.   We now have a property management division 
that offers owners another alternative, allowing them to protect their property investment 
without the day to day challenges of becoming a landlord.  

Our property management division can find suitable tenants for your property.   We offer 
services from simple occupancy to full service property management.   We make leasing 
your property a carefree and simple endeavor.   You are able to receive income on your 
property while we handle all the other details for a reasonable fee.   Services include       
finding tenants, property maintenance, taking care of inspections and handling all the    
details associated with lease properties. If you are having difficulty selling your home or 
have investment property you wish to have managed, call us.   We are  confident you will 
find our services reliable, carefree, and professional.    

For more information contact Brad Vander Vliet  

When was the last time you sat down as a family talking 

about the steps to take if there is a fire in your home? 

Role play the steps the family will take if someone is 

aware of a fire. For added fun for the family, try       

performing the evacuation blindfolded! 

Find a way for everyone to sound a family alarm.     

Yelling, pounding on walls, whistles, etc. Practice yelling 

òFIRE!ó  

Create a family escape plan, crawling along the route. 

Teach them to stop, drop, and roll, practice it!  

Explain why we touch the doors before opening them. 

Create a floor plan drawing near the bedrooms for 

òrememberingó how to escape. It is also is important to 

have 2 escape routes. 

Have an emergency whistle somewhere the kids will 

remember to use it upon need. 

For two story homes, do you have an emergency     

ladder? If so, practice using it, there is nothing worse 

than having the item, and the family not knowing how 

to safely use it.  

 

For younger kids, there are some great interactive websites, 

downloadable color pages, and much more.  

http://www.sparky.org/ 

http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/fire-safety/ 

 

 

Important dates to remember 
October 10ñSOS Dirty Dog 5K Trail Run. 

October 15ñFirst Time Home Buyer purchase deadlineñsee   

procrastination article. 

October 31ñHalloween & Daylight Savings Time (fall 

back one hour). 

November 1ñDid you remember to change the        

batteries in your smoke alarm? 

November 20thñDecember 11ñShelterhouse         

donations accepted at Park Place Homes to assist those 

in need during the holiday season.  

 

 

 

An estimated 192,370 U.S. women will be diagnosed with breast 

cancer in 2009. This makes breast cancer the most commonly 

diagnosed cancer (other than skin cancer) in U.S. women.  

The median age at breast cancer diagnosis in the United States 

was 61 years. This means that half the women diagnosed with 

breast cancer are under the age of 61.  

An estimated 2.5 million women living in the United States have 

a history of breast cancer.  

A sharp drop in new diagnoses of breast cancer occurred        

between 2002 and 2003. This is likely to be due at least in part 

to a reduction in use of postmenopausal hormones.  

                                                          www.cancerconsultants.com  
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Ah, Procrastination.  One of my dearest friends.  We get along well.  Until Deadline, loved only in small doses, 

arrives.  Deadline is a dream killer, party pooper, reality checker.   
 

A deadline is stepping up fast.  The $8000 tax credit deadline.  òI have until the end of the year!ó you proclaim.  

Not true.  You have until November 30, 2009 to CLOSE.  The reality check comes even sooner:  you should 

have a house under contract by October 15, 2009 to try to ensure closing your loan by the November 30th    

deadline.   
 

Stepping back to analyze this picture on a grander scale, we are at the mercy of both the title companies and the 

lenders to make sure the closing happens by the òmiracle dateó.  A large majority of buyers choose to close on 

their loans the last few days of the month.  There is less prepaid interest, less escrows, less taxes and other fees to 

pay, so the buyer brings less money to the table at the end of the month.  In a normal month, the last few days of 

the month, the 26th through the 30th can get tricky at the title company to have enough Closers to cover the    

number of scheduled closings.   
 

Fast forward to November.  It is holiday season.  November 25th (Wednesday) is the day before Thanksgiving.  

Everyone is leaving early for the Thanksgiving holiday feast with family.  November 26th and 27th (Thursday and 

Friday) most banks, and title companies are closed.  Now we are into the weekend.  Monday, November 30th, the 

òmiracle dayó, or the Drop Dead Day for the $8000 appears on the other side of a long holiday weekend.   
 

I can think of a million and one things that could go wrong.    
 

Escort your friend Procrastination out the door and get serious about taking advantage of the First Time Home 

Buyer Credit.  Although there are 12 bills currently being presented in Congress to extend or expand the Credit, 

nothing has made any progress at this time. 

 

Article submitted by Shelley Park 

Procrastination... Can You Afford to Wait? 

 

Renovating to Sell or for Personal Enjoyment?  

Homeowners remodel their homes for a few simple reasons; 1) it is in need of repair, 2) personal enjoyment 3) to sell their home at a 

higher value. If you are planning some renovations, or selling your home within the next year then consider a few questions:  

1) Will the cost of the renovation cost more than the return on your investment ? 2) If so, do you care, especially, if it is for your  

personal enjoyment? 

The agents at Park Place Homes can perform a Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) to see if the overall improvements will benefit  

you if you plan on selling soon.   

A CMA is useful information when deciding the value of a home in todayõs market. Remember, the value of a home is not based on 

what you bought the house for a few years ago, how much you paid for the renovations, or what the neighbors home sold for, but what 

TODAYõS market is doing. Many factors are taken into consideration when determining the value of the home. As experts in this field, 

we combine the necessary information to give an estimated value of the premises.   

With this in mind, the overall condition does play a major role at how fast and at what price a home sells for. Some upgrades simply 

are considered maintenance items;  roof, furnace, windows, plumbing, water heater, and electrical should be functioning properly. 

Kitchen & bath upgrades add value, but be aware how much money you invest in these projects. If the upgrade is necessary , consider 

whether you should spend $5,000 or $20,000 to enhance the space. The more you spend on the renovation, does not mean you will 

sell your home for more money. Be careful you donõt get your emotions involved here!  

The best return on investment if you plan on selling in the near future: neutral carpet and paint .   

Remember, we are available to assist you with a CMA prior to your renovations, or after!    Submitted by Carol Park 

 



1/2 c. sugar 

2 c. thawed Cool Whip Whipped Topping 

12 Oreo Cookies, coarsely crushed 

1 package cream cheese, softened 

Support Local Businesses!  

Park Place Homes  

6021 Eastman Ave 

Midland, MI 48640 

Phone: 989-698-1100 

Fax: 989-698-1106 

 

FedEx Office 

Print & Ship Services 

7215 Eastman 

Midland, MI 48642  

Tel: 989-832-5053 

3012 Mt. Vernon Dr. 

Midland, MI 48642 

Toll Free: 877.787.5426 

Phone: 989.832.5426 

Fax: 989.839.4556 

Ralph Kyro 
Relocation Consultant 

Cell: 989.714.8161 

kyro@stevensworldwide.com 

An ISO 9001:2000 Registered Company 

Park Place Homes Stats 

Current homes on the market: 39 

Current  sales pending: 13 

Average Days on market for listings: 90  

(Midland Board average is 139) 

Our sold listings are selling for 2% higher 

than the Boardõs average  

 

CHOCOLATE COVERED OREO COOKIE CAKE  

1 pkg. Devils food chocolate cake  

4 squares Bakerõs Semi Sweet Chocolate 

1/4 c. butter  

 

Heat oven to 350 degrees, prepare cake according to package directions baking in (2) 9ó 

round pans. Cool cakes in pans for 10 minutes then invert onto wire racks, cool            

completely.  

Microwave chocolate squares & butter on high for 2 minutes or until butter is melted. Stir 

until chocolate is completely melted. Let sit for 5 minutes.  

Meanwhile, beat cream cheese & sugar in large bowl with mixer until blended. Gently stir 

in the Cool Whip and crushed cookies. Stack cake layers on a plate, spreading cream 

cheese mixture between layers. Spread top with chocolate glaze; let stand until firm. Keep 

refrigerated.         Kraftfoods.com 
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